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thus their case would be similar to that of the Astronomers above
mentioned, who had a difficulty in imagining that the Sun was
greater than the Earth, although that fact was proved by the
strictest reasoning. But I do not see that there can be any reason
why neither they nor any others, to my knowledge, have up to this
time found no error in my reasonings, except that these are wholly
true and certain; especially since they are derived from no obscure
or unknown principles, but are deduced step by step from, to begin
with, a complete doubt as to all things, and next from those truths
which, to a mind set free from prejudice, seem most evident and
most certain of all. For hence it follows that no flaws at all can
exist in them that would not be easily noticed by anyone of average
ability. Hence I think that I have a right to conclude not so
much that my doctrines are invalidated by the authority of these
men of great learning, though after a repeated perusal of my
writings they have not yet succeeded in gaining their assent, as
that on the contrary, their authority strengthens my position, since
after so much accurate scrutiny they have noted no errors or
fallacies in my proofs.

THE END.